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Zur Sim wich Yo u u preachd is 


8 your Church at Porejfels, June the 
OY 17th, 1722, and havefince comming . 
| mcated to the World from the 
Þ4 Preſs, did not come to my Hande 
0 before the 13th of October; if it had; this Liter 
hes would have waitetl on you footer, r 7 5 
5 | I am not, J confeſs, apprehenſive, that it con- 7 
T1 terns me more than any of my Brethren, to take + | 
|; a publick Notice of your Diſcouſe, becauſe . 3 
dae gor done me the Honour to Lonſiger mine", * 
. of Grits Cloreb contiderad LE, 8 >. 
5 ls preach'd at Perersfield, N I 3.5 "ru 1-2, at the | 
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Character to regard any: thing « offered by a Diſſen- 


tent of Chriſt's Church ſo ſupported by divine Autho- 
rity, as well as rhe concurring Sentiments of ſome 
that but little Succeſs could be expected ſhould 
Fou attempt a Confutation of them, you can beſt 
determine. Let that be as it will, I hope, Sir, you 
will excuſe; the Liberty. I have taken to animad- 
vert on your Sermon; in which, if I am not miſta- 
ken, there are ſoveral things advanced, _not only 


| rious to Truth and Chriſtian Charity. 

Ton thought, I perceive, that you ſhould have been 
”' wanting in your Duty, if you had not uſed your 
BL Endeavours,to preſerve the People of your Pariſh 


3 any have Reaſon to blame you for ſo doing; 
beganſe it ought to be ſuppoſed, that you are fully 
Aluatisſed with your own way of worſhipping God, 
and convinced of its being better than any other. 
. _ Blk what Neceſlity was there, Sir, for miſreprejent- 
= ans the Dillenters, and giving ſuch. an Account of 
them and their or, as ** * not e 
Age 3 ; 

S161 am not very ck. out in 1 my 1 — og many 

your Auditory are already ſufficiently prejudic'd 
ern their fellow Prorefams, „who differ from 
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> ech, bh are pleaſed to 9 was the C e Ofcalto of : 
it. Whether you thought it below one of your 


ten; or found my Notion about the Nature and Ex- 


of the greateſt Men of your own Communion, 


without a ſufficient Warrant, but wanifelhy 1 ing 


in the Communion. of your Church ; and, I'cannor ſee 


1 I I ſelf > 1: call 4: to preach in your | 


courſ 
ſtance 
come 
little 
be, 
are © 
bout 
(wit 
enou 


= 


1 4: 


Erin 
Pray, 


* % 
© # ns 4 


Toma) 5 A Winds to uch Rue hal ſome of 
your Flock, as was a Scandal to the Chriftian Pros 
feſhon. ' I was in hopes, I muſt own, that they had 
been better taught, and was willing to impute their 
nude Behaviour to an intemperate Zeal, ariſing from 
the Prejudices of Education, rather than to any 


thing which they had heard from Perſons who: - 
profeſs to be Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace: 


But ſince I read your Sermon, I am inclined to 
think (forgive me, Sir, if I think amiſs,) that the 
Fire which I ſaw among the People in the Street at 
that time, though of an wmhallowed Nature, was 
kindled in the Sanctuary. This I am ſure of, that 
if you had not a Hand 1 in blowing up the Flame 
then, you have added Fewel to it now; and in- 


ſtead of perſwading Chriſtians to "keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, which, you ſay,” is 


— 


. 


your hearty Prayer, as far as I can ſee, your Diſs 


courſe is calculated to ſer them at a greater .Di- 
ſtance from one another, But it is time forme ti 
come to your Sermon. And becauſe I would be as 


little troubleſome to you and the World as poſſi» 
ble, T ſhall forbear remarking on Paſſages which = 


are of no great Moment, and not ſpend Time a- 


(without a ſevere MOOT find bag | F 
enough ta employ his Talent. f 

The Text which you made Choice of, is in e 
i. 42. And they comimed ftedfaſtl in the Apoſtles Do 
Qrine and Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread; and iu 
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bout Words and Phraſes; though a- Critick miglit 
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2 7 Dat: - 03 WARES, end 7. 
6 ä 
| - Chavathers bois giver Sn Primitiue aud Apoftalical 
bc, | Inhich Jem“ Enquiry your defign das 

te Nile af your Cermus ſhews) is to make it ap- 
pear, that the Characters of. an Apoſtelical Ghurch axe 

Ren the Cheb. of England, and that we are 

ue in its Communion, I ſhall 

carefully at rend veu throughout this Undertaking, 
bende govd dar- Bre 

. ir is bacanſe Len e Poet heals: hg 

| Ered Pants vi your Argument together, chat your 

reaſoning on theSubje& may appear in a full Light; 
which you might have ſaved me the trouble of do- 
ing, had you thought fit to ler the World: fee the 

Aeg which you re wiideubrodly Maſter of.” 

. The ſirſt Mark of a Primitive and Apoſtali- 
: 8 cal Church (you ſay) is its Members Contimuance ir 

ER the Doctrine ef the Apoſtles, E. 6, This you en- 


 deavourto explain in P. 7, 83 and B 17. you ſhew, 
that this Character is to be ſound in the Church. of 
gland. Well, Sir, in this we are agreed; and ] 


mall haue no Controverſy with you about it: But 


then, I hope, you will allow; that Proteſtant | Dif- 
ſſemert, of ſeveral Denominations, continue in the 


* rde Bebe as well as the Members of your 


* Faith, Was your eee ppeal; 


: ion. It is known to the World, that we 
acknowledge the Scriptures to be the only Rule of 


Mt 4 


a 5 


3 2 a 


* Kn Ns 
' 4 ö * 


A- Acderding 0 en q we: adds Win duft 
Gudgments as well as Lives. Fheſe are read n 
all the Congregutions within the Reach of my A ö 
guaintance, every Lord's Day; though you havs 

(P. 18.) ventured to aflirm, with what View B 

Iwill not ſay, that there is more of. the Scriptures- read 

in your Church every Meet, than is in many ſeparates e 
Aſſemblies throughout the whole Tear f. The Cates : 
dif which our Children are taught, is ſupported 
by Scripture Proofs; and the ſacred- Writings: are as 
oſten referred to in our Sermons as in yours. 'Ty 
which I add, that the Diſſentess have, I am per 
ſwaded, the Bible as generally in their Houſes, as 
the People of the Church of England; and, I ber 
leve, are as well acquainted with its important 9 
Contents. All which: muſt certainly amount to s 


| do- 4 
e the good an Argument of Deference: to the No of Gad, * 
of. as your making the rending of it ſo conſideralle a Payg- * - 


of your publick. rſh"; and, eſpecially if it be 


i minded, that beſides reading the: Scriptures in your 
en- WW Churches, you read many  Aporryphal' Leſſons: too, 
new, for the ſake of which (chough they: contain N 
h of omni are 50D and e a conſid 


* Under the 8 & 45 Bh Seri or * Word * av 
Witten; are now contdined all the Boo Books of the Old and New: 
ſtament; all which are given by Inſpiration, of God to he the 
of Faith and Life. _ Confe 77 of Faith by the” _ Ln Dirines at 
ene | | *FY3-- 

+ The Biſhop of Doty thought fit, ſome time ſince, to 


* Diſſeurers in Ireland wirh caſting the Remiing the Word of 
e of ¶ ut of moſt of theirpublick Aſſemblies. But the Rev. Mr. I. - 
al; 7 in his Remarks on the Biſhop's Diſconrſe, and the Vindication of 

”. 


has convinced! the n wen dard. * 


Part of dhe: ſacred. Canon is excluded, and man many 
pf your People are induced to entertain the ſame 


- 


4; . 


7 71 


Veneration for the Writings of falible Men, as 


for the Books which were dfawm up e * 
e an unerring Spirit. 81 


As to what you mention concerning the particu- 
lar regard which. your Church pays to the judgment of 
the Primitive Church, about the Senſe of the Scriptures, 
P. 18. I cannot ſee that it is to your Purpoſe. Be- 
fides, if you can make any Advantage of it, we may 
do the fame, there being as much Reſpect paid to 


Amiguuy by the Diſſenters, as it can reaſonably 
Challenge. We are not, indeed, convinced, that 
we are under any Obligations to believe as the 


Church believes ; nor do we apprehend it to be our 
Duty to make the Judgment of uninſpired Men a 


Standard for ours. We are for ſearching the 


Seriptures, and making the beſt Uſe that we can 
of the Capacities and Helps which God is pleaſed 
to give us; and when our ſearches are honeſt, wre 


make no doubt of God's leading us into all neceſ⸗- 


ſary Truth, and accepting our Sincerity, though 


e ſnould fall into ſome Miſtakes, as you and all 


Mankind do and will. What Regard you are for 
paying to the judgment of the Primitive Church, 
vou have not told us; but if it be more than is faix- 
"Jy reconcileable with your ſubſcribing, that nothing 
_ ought to be  eteemed an Arti cle of Faith, but what” 4s 
aired in the e or . he NY thereby”, F 
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this will be 10 * 18 being an Eridencs of what 
you ſeem to offer 1 it ks that it will rather prove 
the contrary. 


: 0 Well Sir, thus far we are come; your Church 
> 8 continues ftedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and ſo 


do our Churches. And methinks, I can t but con- 
with you in this; becauſe keeping that Faith which 


was once bored to the Saints, you tell us. (P- 9 us 75 
the moſt eſſenti al Note of a true Church. 


rightly obſerve, they are very 4 in making out 
that they have kept the Faith. And, if you had 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of their Church from the very 


are always making loud Boaſt. But that is a Point 
which you treat with more Tenderneſs than the 


Ly 5 other; and for Aa Reaſon, which will be no Secret, | 
e when the next Head of your Diſcourſe hath been 
d * N To proceed then, | | 


708 * and Fellowſhip with the Apoſtles,” that is, they . 
: bing continued Members of that Body or Society, 
ut -1s „ Vhich, Chriſt had placed under their Goyern- 
eby* merk. P. 9. And then (p. 10.) you enter ups 
85 7 Nen a Diſcourſe, about Chriſtians: continuing in . 
777 ward Aci, of Communion, and tell us, how much _ 


8 of ho Church e pe their doing 
B 0 "Tos * 


gratulate my ſelf and Friends, on our Agreement 


Your Remark on this Head, relating. to the 
Church of Rome, 1 heartily join in; for, as you 


pleaſed, you might have ſaid the ſame, about the 


Apoſtles ; of which the Mii onaries of that Church 


The ſecond Character of an  Aroſtal at | 
bo Church (ſay you) is their living in a ſtrict Union 1 
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fo. What you have advanced on that Head, 1 
ſhall have a due Regard to, before I take my Leave 
of you. But I chuſe to conſider that Part of your 


Sermon in 1A more proper Place; becauſe a bare E. 
continuing in outward Communion, cannot be thought 
to be your principal Deſign. For that would be 1 
confounding your Method, and making your ſecond L ſat 
Mark of an 1 Apoſtolical Church, coincident with your Win ye 
third and fourth, and fo . 55 wa: GO Expl! 

: Gers to tuo. may, 

That which you aim at (if 1 WY you right) is is, But 
to ſhew it to be neceſſary (if a Church would prove I good 
herſelf to be Apoſtolical) that her Members ſhould Conc 
continue in external Communion with the ApoſtHes. very 
And becauſe we who live at ſo many Ages diſtance ¶ Place 
from them, can't be ſaid to have Fxllouſbip with ther MW Succe 
in the ſame Manner as thoſe Chriſtians had who we h: 


lived in their Days; therefore you tell us, (p. 130 
that whoever lives in the Fellowſhip and Communion «f 
thoſe who ſucceed the Apoſtles, and firſt Teachers of the 
Church, continues in the Fellouſhi p of | the A poſtles them- 
ſelues; and (p. 18.) you attempt to prove, that the 
Members of your Church do ſo. Tour Argument 
then, if reduced to a Mh m, would I oor 
ſtand thus, vi * 


r. 
of ye 
is ſo1 
ing ſy 
offer 
e ( 
Judgr 
Biaſs 
ſition 
mice ts n he „ ieh ö aha ines e fa + T5 
who ſucceed the "Apoſtles and firſt Teachers of tht Apoftt, 
Church, continues in the Fellowſhip (4 the 29 and, 

© themſelves: © ng. vi 
| The cad of Bund is in Fellowfip and ties. 
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lead, I 
Leave 
f your 
a bare 
hought 
auld be 
r. ſecond 
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ht) is, 
| prove 
ſhould 
Apoſtles. 
liſtance 
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p. 130 
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Communion of thoſe, who: ſucceeded the Apos 
| files and . Teachers of the ur, VIZ. the 
— Biſhops, Bs For i 
Ergo, * 
1 hope, Sir, 1 3 lit your ng; ; if noe; 
1 ſubmit to Correction. The major Propoſition is 
in your own Words, and though it requires ſome 
Explication, and would admit of a Debate, you 
may, if you Pleaſe, for once, take it for granted. 
But the Minor wants Proof, and muſt be made 
good, before you can pretend any Right to the 
Concluſion. And here it will be expected (and 
very juſtly) that you ſhould demonſtrate, in the firſt. 
Place, that the Apoſtles, as Apoſtles, had proper. 
Succeſſors ; and then, that Dioceſan Biſhops, ſuch as 
we have in the Church of England, are their Succeſ= 


of your Diſcourſe, which I am now conſidering, 
is ſa nearly concern d, that if you fail of produc- 
ing ſufficient Evidence for them, all that you have 


offer d, about your having F/lowſbip with the A 4 


tes (as you have explain d it) will paſs, in the 
judgment of ſuch, as read your Sermon without a 
Biaſs on their Minds in your Favour, as an Impo- 
fition on your Auditory and the World, - + 
That the Apoſtles have any proper Succeſſors, as 
Apoſtles, is what you, have not attempted to prove, -_ 
and, I believe, never will; it being an Undertak- 
ng which is attended- 3 inſuperable Difficul- 
ties. You know, Sir, that your great ang learned 4 
. B 2 1 


1 


= 2 5 
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. Theſe, Sir, are Things in which that Part 


18 - - That the moſt ancient Churches, Haſs FT 


F 12 1 
8 Dr! Barrow hack made it appear, by —  poſtle 
Arguments, that The Apoffolica! Office, ar ſuch, ¶ you 
© was perſonal and temporary ; and therefore, ac- Y Off 

8 1 1 8 to it's Nature and Deſign, not ſucceſſive Ney 
or communicable to others, in perpetual Deſcen- iſ raci 

F< dence from them. Succeſſors without Doubt W affrr 


| | T they have, (viz. Parechdal Biſhops or Presbyters) in pl! tak 


the ordinary Branches of their Power; ſuch as t & 
Teaching, adminiſtring the Sacraments, Church-Cen- flertic 
ures, Ordaining, 8c. But not in thoſe Branches of II pat 
Power, which were peculiar to them as Apoſtles, and _ 
founded upon the Promiſe of extraordinary Aſſi- the : 
- ſtance; for theſe (as a judicious Writer of ours Tis 
very well obſerves f) are no more derivable to any ciple 
Succeſſors, than that extraordinary Aſſiſtance is, The Offic 
_ | Apoſtles then having no Succeſſors, as Apoſtles, Di- Pa 
pceſan Biſhops will never pretend to that Character: ſ "<< 

: Nor will you, Tam ow, . to 5 88 it N 
W, to them. 


& were planted by the Apoſtles themſelves, held 
© their Biſhops to be the immediate Succefſors of 
_ E:ths: Apoftles, (as you ſay, p. 19. tis certain 
hey did) is what I am free enough to allow you; 
That is, that they held their Biſbops, or the Paſtors 

of particular Congregations to be the Apoſtles 
| ys; in Ma We Powers 8 bat the 


W kel. pn . a7. 
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erable |poltles of - which h before took notice: But 
uch, ¶ you mean, that they held their Biſhops. to be 


\ Office ſuperior to Presbyters, and maintained that 


„ AC- 

. ey were the Apoſtles Succeſſors i in the Powers and 
Jeſeen. Mar aSers which belong d to them as. Apoſtles, this 
Doubt affirmed without Proof. And if your Pariſhioners 
rs) in Mill take every thing you ſay upon Truſt, you muſk 
ich as Mt expect that others will do ſo; or that poſitive 


ſſertions, which have nothing to ſupport them, 


h-Cen- | 
hes of Ill paſs for ſubſtantial Argument. It is an eaſy 
„ and Atter to ſay (as you do, in your marginal Note 


Aſſi- Ni the afore- mentioned Paſſage in your Diſcourſe) 
ours Lis certain that ſeveral of thoſe, who were Diſ- 
to amy ciples of the Apoſtles, did exerciſe the Eyiſcopa! 
The Office, and had the Care and Overſight of ma- 
Di- ny particular Churches and Congregations ; uch 
1 ere Tinonſz, Lieu, Ignatius, P b, 
© be- Romanus, &c. But it is not ſo eaſy to convince 

- - We World, chat it is as certain as you repreſent itz. 
or indeed, that is fo much as probable | 115g... 
As to Timothy. and Titus, they were Evangelifts, : 
ole Work it was to aſſiſt the Apoſtles to con- 


e who 
held 
ors of 
ertain 
; you; 
nora 


urches among them ; but I, could never yet ice 
proved, that they Tad each. of them, a fixed 
ceſs, as our Biſhops have, and that they were 
ituted by the Apoſtles, as the ſtated Goyernoxs 
many Churches, with a Power to rule, not MX 
People, but the Paſtors of theſe Churches; or 
Wt the Powers of Dioceſan Biſhops were appro- 

81 to HR | Al this Bt wants Confir- 
mation. 


rt the Infidel World, and to plant and ſettle _ Y | 


[14] 
mation.” And then, as to Jgnatius, Polycary, 
&. that they, or either of them, had the Care 
and Overſight of many particular Congregations, 
remains yet to be demonſtrated. That Inatiuss 
Judgment was for your Side of the Queſtion, you 
think is ſufficiently known ; but if you would be at 
the Pains to examine the fair and juſt Account, 
which our learned Mr. Boyſe hath given, of all 
the Paſſages whieh he could net with, in that Fu- 
bers Epiſtles, relating to the Point in Controverſy, 
and impartially weigh them, I believe you would 
find, that OY is as favourable to our Cauſe as 
gps NOTE 
But what ever your chest ien may . we are 
well fatisfied, that though he plainly enough inti- 
mates fome Difference between the Biſhop and his 
Presbyters ; yet there is no Foundation to conclude, 
from any thing delivered by him, that there was 
any Diſtinftion of © Office between them. And I an 
| perſuaded you cannot ſhew, that there w: 
ſuch a Diſtinction for wo Hundred Years, at led 
n the Chriſtian Church was planted. 

I know that we have been often challenged to pn 
Shs any Tuſtance, of a Church ſettled without Biſhop 
for above fifteen Hundred Tears after Chriſt ; (p. 19.) bu 
_ that'we have not been able to produce any Wan the 

Was is wy Og Arion. 5 
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L 15 1 
Good Sir, who was Biſhop of Corinth when 
t. Clement's Epiſtle, to that Church was written? 


worthy Miniſter of ours hath proved, * that- 


olycary; 
e Care 


gations, 

natins's Nie Church of Corinth was governed by Presbyters, 
In, you l the Lives of the two great Apoſtles, Peter and 
be at aul, and made it probable, that it continued ſo 


ccount, 
of all 
hat Fu- 
roverſy, 
1 would 
auſe as 


wenty or Thirty Years after their Deaths, if not 
nuch longer. 

Till you can diſprove it, then, here is an In- 
tance of a Church ſettled withour Biſhops even in 
he Apoſtles Time, and for many Years afterward. 
ind to let you ſee that more that one Inftance 
ath been given, I beg leave to mention ſeveral 


we are ore, which I find taken notice of by an Aae 


gh inti- ho was no Adverſary to Epiſcopacy; I mean the 
and hifWarned Biſhop Sti/lingfleer, who writes thus; f 


Now as to Church-Government, we may find ſome 
Churches without Biſhops for a long Time, ſome 
but with one Brſhop in a whole Nation, many Ci> 
ties without any, where Biſhops: were common; 
many Churches diſcontinued Biſhops for a great 
while, where they had been: Firſt then, 


»nclude, 
re Was 
d I an 
re was 


at leaf 


d to pri 


W ſome whole Nations ſeem to have been without 
Biſoob any Biſhops at all: So if we may believe the 
19.) bull great Antiquaries of the Church of Scotland, 
ce of tha that Church was governed by their - Culdei, as 


me called their- peers ns any ny 


n 


* Mr. Withers Reply to Mr. align two laſt Pamnghiets, _ 
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1 over them, for a long Time. Johannes Maj 
7 « ſpeaks of their Inſtruction in the Faith, per ſe 
* cerdotes & monachos fine epiſcopis Scoti in fide ert- 
_ © diti, But, leaſt that ſhould be interpreted only o 
their Converſion, Johannes Furdonus is clear and 
e full, as to their Government, from the Time d 
« their Converſion, A. D. 263. to the Coming 0 
"= Palladius, A. D. 430. that they were only governed 
te by Presbyters and Monks ; ante Palladij adventun 
*: bahebant Scoti, fidei Ae ac ſacramentorum mini. 
« ſtratores presbyteros ſolummodo vel monachos ritum ſe- 
* quentes eccleſia primitive: And if we believe 
* Philoſtorgins, the Gothick Churches were plant 
ccd and governed by Presbyters, for above Sever 
8 '® ty Years; for ſo long it was from their firſt Con- 
lk . © yerfion to the Time of Ulphilas, whom he mae 
4 their firſt Biſhop, Cc. d 
| >  » You ſee, Sir, that Inſtances 10 been given ol 
| des ſettled wirhont Biſhops, long before the 
Time you ſpeak of. And ſome of them gave ſuch 
Satisfaction to the learned Perſon before cited 
that he thought them ſufficient Evidence for th 
Point he was maintaining. How theſe Paſſages 
could eſcape you, methinks is ſomewhat ſurprizing 
Siillingfteet's Irenicum being ſo celebrated a Booh 
aud ſo generally read. But I had rather imputt 
wy — this to a Failure of your Memory, than enter 
miain a Suſpicion about the * of y — MY 
| agement. wenn 
| Should you, after all, inſiſt upon 5 that an un 
_. - non be 1 of Perſons, veſted in thoſi 
Th, 1 | Fw | 
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Maji Powers, which is derivable from the Apoſtles, is 3 


ber ceſſary to that Apoſtolical Fellowſhip, which will de- 
de en nominate a Church Apoſfolical, pray oblige me and 
only ai the World with a Liſt of Names, which will clear- 
ly make out ſuch an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Mi- 
niſters in your Church, and demonſtrate, that none 
of them came in after a ſurreptitious Manner, 
without Epiſcopal Ordination. And, on that Con- 
dition, I will undertake to do the ſame on the Diſ-- 

enters Part. And, be as quick as you will, I dare 
promiſe that my Lift ſhall be ready as ſoon as 
yours. But Biſhop Hoadh is certainly in the right 
chen he ſays, that his regular uninterrupted Succeſs 
fon of Perſons. qualified, and regularly MLS + is im- 
boſeble to be proved . 
Your Biſhops however ab (you 95 Y, P. I FA * | 
rive their Authority from the Times of the A- 

poſtles, with as uninterrupted a Succeſſion as any 8 
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ven ot 

re the the Church of Rome it ſelf ”. But pray, why all 
8 ſuch his Caution, and what Occaſion was there for 
our being ſo much upon the Reſerve ? Either vou 
o believe the uninterrupted Sicceſſzon which vou 
Peak of, or you do not. If you do believe it, 

ſhy had you not aſſerted it in expreſs terms, and” 
oved it too? If you do not believe it, why would 
pu inſinuate it to the People, and impoſe upos 
eir e Theſe are Queſtions which, I 
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other Church can pretend to do, not excepting” 


OLE 
think, you are concerned to anſwer to your ſelf 
and the World. In the mean time, I am perſwa- 
_ ded of your being ſo far in the right, that you can 
pretend t to as uninterrupted a Succeſſion as any other 
Church, that is, in ſhort, to none at all. Your 
ſaying, that you will not except the Church of Rome 
it ſelf; gives no Strength to your Claim; the Suc- 
ceſſion in that Church (even in the times neareſt 
to the Apoſtles, without tracing it through the fol- 
lowing Ages) being as muddy as the Tiber ir ſelf* 
This, however, is a Complement which that Church 
will thank you for, though it be plain enough, that 
it is to ſerve your own Ends : For all the World 
muſt allow, that it is impoſſible for you to make 
out your Succeſſion, but through theirs; and that 
if any Link in that falls, there muſt be an End to 
Þ a = 
And now, I hope, you will allow. ms to wh what 
| Reafon you have to ſay as you do, P. 20. We 
2 juſtly object to our Diſſenting Teachers their 
© want of a lawful Call to the Miniftry, ſetting 
< themſelves up for Teachers in Oppoſition to the 
« Authority of the Biſhops of the Church, to whoſe 
© Office. it belongs to ſend Miniſters into the Lord's 
«6 Vineyard ? I own, Sir, that you are at Liber- 
ty to object what you think fit. But whether your 
Objections are juſt or not, is another Conſidera- 
tion, about which your Readers ſhould ſuſpend(f 
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their Judgment, till they ſee ſome Evidenas to in- 
eline them to be of your Mind. And, as far as 1 
can find, they are like to wait long enough for this. 
It is not ſufficient to tell the World, that the Biſhops 
have ſuch an Authority in the Church as you are 
pleading for, and that it belongs to their Office 
(excluſive of Presbyters) to ordain Miniſters, and to 
ſend them into the, Vineyard; but the jus Divinum 
of the Epiſcopal Authority muſt be cleared up, and 
Scripture Arguments produced to Prove, that the 


Jole Pouer of Ordination is lodg'd in the Biſhops | 


Hands; and till this is done, all that you ſay, is but 
begging the Queſtion. The Paſſages in the Epiſtles 
to Timothy-and Titus, which you are pleaſed. to re- 
fer us to, can be of no Service to you in this De- 
bate, before you make it appear that Timothy had 
a fixed Relation to the urch of Epheſus, and Ti- . 
tus to that of Crete, and that theſe were their or- 
dinary Charge. And moreover, that the Power of 
Ordination was ſo veſted in them, that the -Presby- 
ters which they ordained in theſe Places were not 
authorized to ordain other Presbyters ; wich we 
ſhall not eaſily be prevailed with to believe, becauſe 


ve know that Timothy -himſelf, was ordained by the 


laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
A Text which (after all the Attempts have been 
made to wireſt it from us) fully ſatisfies us, that 


| the Power of ordaining did then, and doth now be- 
long to Presbyters, and that Ordination by them is 


valid, So that if God is pleaſed to furmiſh us 


with Abilities bo ſerve him in the Miniſtry, and 
| *C 2 inc lines | 
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| Bieler us, by his Grace, to devote our . to 
that holy Calling: If we are ſolemnly ſet apart to 
it by Faſting, Prayer, and the Impoſition of Hands, 
and the People deſire us to preach to them, and 
chuſe us for their Inſtructors, and ſpiritual Guides; 
vou muſt allow us to think, that our Call is as clear 
and as lawful as yours, though we do not apply to 
the Droceſan Biſhops for their Approbation and Or- 
ders. And in this we are the more confirmed, be- 
cauſe there is Reaſon to hope, that God is plea- 
ſed to own our Miniſtry, b y making it uſeful to 
wan Souls. | 
Though we cannot therefore caks it very kind- 
ly, that you repreſent us to the World (as the 
Nonjurors do you, and the Papiſts do all the Reform- 
ed) to be Thieves and Robbers, P. 20. Yet if we may 
be ſo happy as to hear Chriſt, the chief Shepherd, 
ſay to us in the great Day of Account, Wall done, 
. © good and faithful Servants, T hope we ſhall not be di- 
ſturb' d at any of your Cenſures. In the mean time 
it may not be improper for our Brethren, who are 
Jo fond of tranſmitting us to Poſterity, under the 
worſt of Characters, to enquire into their own 
Call. I need not tell you, that when any enter up- 
on the Office of Deacons, they are asked, Do 
1 5. you truſt, that you are inwardly moved by the 
Hoh Ghof, to take upon you this Office, to ſerve 
God for the promoting his Glory, and the edi- 
„ fying his People? To which the Anſwer is, / 
mn. Now, though I am now fully perſwa- 
| I] del, 1 there are N of * Clergy of the Church 
x of 


x 
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England, who made that Anſwer with ha ut= 
oft Sincerity : Yet Charity muſt be very much 
retch'd, if we ſuppoſe that all in holy Orders did 

And do you think that ſuch as did not, have a. 
ear Call to the Service of the Altar? I am ſure . 
xcellent Biſhop Burnet was not of that Mind; 
ply to When a Clergyman (faith that great Prelate *) 
nd O- is asked, Do you truſt that you are inwardly moved 
d, be- by the Holy Gpoſz, &c ? and anſwers, I trust ſo, 
s plea- ¶ that yet knows nothing of any ſuch Motion, and 
ful to i can give no Account of it, he lies to the Holy 
| WH Gh957 ; — and how can one expect to be recei- 
; kind- WF ved by God, or be ſent or ſealed by him, that 
as the dares do a thing of ſo crying a Nature? I had 
deform- Io Intention, when I entered upon the Conſidera- 
e may {Won of your Diſcourſe, to take Notice of this; 
pherd, ut I can't ſee any Hurt in minding you of it, 
done, What when you are diſputing and denying our Call, 
be di- {ou may conſider, that there are not a few among 
n time {hoſe of your Church, that would be at a Loſs to 
ho are Nefend their own; The learned Monſieur Claude's 
er the {Notion of a Call to the Miniſtry ſeems to me very 
r own uſt. It is (ſays he f) but a Relation which re- 
er up- ¶ ſults from the Agreement of three Mills, to wit, 
Po chat of God's, that of the Church, and that of the 
y the Perſon called. Now, Sir, whenever you are diſ- 
ſerve | poſed to examine your Call and ours, by the n. or 
e edi- = 
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ow of the three Nu, I will 8 to attend 
you in ſuch an Examination, and, I hope, the I 
ſue may be as much in our Favour as in yours. 
Thus I have conſidered your ſecond: Mark of at 
| Apotelical Church; and notwi ſithſtanding all tha 
_ you have advanced, I can't ſee but it is Fulfilled (a 
you expreſs it) in our Churches, as well as in the 
Chnvth of England. I proceed now to conſider, 
3. The third Character the Text gives of an 
en Church, which is ſas you obſerve, P. 14 
that they Joined together in breaking f Break, 
e is, in partaking of the Lord's Supper 
This, you ſay, P. 15. was in the firſt Ages 
Chriſtianity, Jook'd upon asc a neceſſary Part f th 
Chiiftian Worſhip, which they performed daily ; and 
for ſome Ages after the Times of the Apoſtle 
never omitted it upon the Days of their gs — om 
fem Aſſemblies. And, P. 20. you tell us, © It ii 
ke the Defire of our Church, that the Celebration 
e of the Lord's Supper may be reduced to its prim. 
** tive 'Fyequency ”,. But how does ĩt appear, that il 
is the Defre of your Church that the Sacrament 
mould be fo en adminiſter d? One would thin Need 
that there ſhould be no better way of knowing th 
Deere of the Church, than by her Orders. Nou yol 
are very ſenſible, that the w_—_ relating to thi 
585 Euchariſt only ſays, that in every PPariſt 
© Church and Chappel, where Sacraments are tl 
* be adminiſter d within this Realm, the Holy Com 
= munion fhall be adminiſter d at leaſt #hricein che 


25") Rh 
Year *. And does this ſhew a Deſire of having 
ſolemnized every. Lord's Day, as was cuſtomary in 
ie primitive Church? Or will any think, that - 
ou ſhew a greater Regard to that Ordmance than | 
he Diſſenters do, when in the moſt, of your Pa- 
| iſhes you have it no oftener than the Canon di- 
in the ects; whereas in the greateſt Part of our Con- 
regations it is more frequent, and in many eve- 
Month? Your ſaying, .P. 16. Many of our 
Di igenters look upon hearing Sermons as the 
principal Part of religious Worſhip, and are not 
ſenſible of the Obligations lying upon all Chri- 
ſtians, to remember the Death of Chriſt in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper“, proves no 
a ore (fuppoſing i it true) than that we have ſome 
Imong us, who ſet one Ordinance of the Goſpel 
oo much above another; and don't ſhew that Re- 
ad to all our Saviour's Inſtitutions that they 

Should do. And may I not, with as much Rea- 
i Won, ſay the ſame concerning many among you? 
\re there not more than a few in your Churches, 
rho think that ſaying their Prayers, is alt that they 
iced concern themſelves about, in the Worſhip of 
od? And is it not common for Perfons, to put on 
more than ordinary ſhew of Devotion, while' the 
to th is reading, and yet behave, while the Mi- 
iſter is in the Pulpit, as if a Sermon was not worth 
inding ? I my ſelf have ſeen ſcandalous Inſtances 
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bdf this more than once, and heard it oftener con 
plained of, by ſome ſerious Perſons of your o 
Communion as Matter of Grief and Shame. 
And as to the Lord's Supper, you have as much 
Cauſe as we, to lament its being too much neg- 
lected. In moſt of your Pariſnes the Number 
of Communicants is very ſmall; and, without doubt; 
it would be much ſmaller, if receiving the Sacra- 
ment was not made a Qualification for Places of H- 


gard to their temporal Intereſt, than to Conſcience and 
Duty. Your. way of talking therefore, will con- 


clude as much againſt your ſelves, as againſt us 


But, after all, nothing can be more unjuſt, than to 
condemn any Communion, for the Faults of ſome 
of its Members. We are now to conſider, 

4. The fourth Character by which you ſay, P. 16. 
the Apoſtolical Church is deſcribed, viz. Their joining 
together in publick Prayer, And in this too we agree 
with, the primitive Church as well as you; folemn 
Prayer being a conſtant Part of Worſhip in our Aſ- 
ſemblies, as well as in yours. I confeſs, if your 
Liturgy had been compoſed by the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves ; or did it appear that they always uſed one 
or could you ſhew us any Directions given, by them, 


to the Government of the Church in ſucceeding Ages, 


to draw up Forms of Prayers for the People to make 
uſe of at all Times, and to oblige Congregations 
invariably to keep to them, I would readily own, 
that you are more Apoſtolical than we: But none of 
. theſe things being proved, while we Jorn together in 
OF 12 Publick 
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mblick Prajes, and this Part of Worſhi ) is mana⸗ 

bed (as we are perſwaded it is) as the Word of 
God directs ; you muſt not think it a Preſumption, 
if we maintain, that your laſt Character of an 
Apeſtolical Church, belongs to us, as much as to yu: 
If we ſhould ſay more, perhaps you would think us 


Gr com 
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- doubt; ¶ too aſſuming, but we are convinced that we ſhould 
Facra-· ¶ (ay no more than 1s true. 

of H- 1 ſhould: now proceed to ſeveral chin which 
er Re- u have offered under the Head of Prayer; but, 3 
1 and if you pleaſe, I will leave theſe for a Moment or | 55 


ill con- 
anft us 
than toil 
of ſome 


wo; becauſe Thavenow a fair Opportunity to ask 
ou what you mean by faying, as you do, P. 10. 
Wo The Unity of the Church does not conſiſt in a bare 
* Communion of Faith. and Love, as our Difſenters 
' Pretend, ; but likewiſe in a joint Participation of 
* the outward, Ordinances appointed by Chriſt to be 
* obſerved in his Church. As our Diſſenters Pre- 
end ! Pray, Sir, what is it char they pretend > Do 
ou mean that they pretend, that the Unity.of the 


7, P. 16, 
Yr joining 
e agree 
ſolemn 


our Aſ- hurch does. ſo conſiſt in a Communion of Faith and 
if your „that | Chriſtians are under 0 Obligations. to 
them- i in the Ordinances which Chriſt has inſtituted ? 
ſed one ; this be your Meaning, we complain of it as a 
dy then, ery great Iijury to us, as well as to Truth, 1 
g Ages, hallenge you, Sir, to mention the Diflenter that 


o make {ſretends any ſuch thing. All that know us are 
-gations {iſenſible; that we are as much for external Communi- 
y own, iſ» as you. Our Practice (as I have made appear 

none of der the two laſt Heads) is a Demonſtration to 
ether in 
publick 


D Saviour s 
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Eng of the Reſpe&t which we pay to our 
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| ſhips, for the ſake of having the Benefit of Chriſt's 


flitguicping between the Unity and Manzſeſtarion a 


| . 
Saviour's Inſtitutions; and, I could point out to 
you the time (which ſome of your Church very 


well remember) when Diſſenters expoſed themſelves 
to Fines, Priſons, and a great many other Hard- 


Ordinances. So that if your Deſi ign was to fepre- 
ſent us as having 10 Regard to external Communion, | 
I muſt take the Liberty to ſay, that yon inſinuate Hith 
a thing that is evidently falſe. We do indeed pre- 
tend, that the Unity of the Church Catholick is a L. 
rity of the Spirit, and ſo the Apoſtle calls it, „Ephe ut t 
iv. 3. but we maintain, at the ſame time; that 
where there is this Unity, there will be a due Re- 
gard to all the Ordinances which Chriſt has inſtitu- 
ted in the Church, and a Care to live in external 
Communion with it: though this external Commu: 


nion muſt be allowed to be a Way by which well. 22. 
diſcover our Unity with the Church, rather than of t 
the Unity it ſelf. And, as far as I can perceive Forr 
your Opinion about this is the ſame with mine I Han 
. though you tell us, that the Unity of the Chard ſtudy 


#5 founded upon external Bonds as well as an inter: 
nal Union with Chrif?, and the Holy Spirit (which yo 
will hardly be able to maintain, ſeeing there : 
"Caſes to be mentioned, in which Perſons may be 

in Uzty with the Carholick Church, when they ha 
no Opportunities of having external: Communal 

wich any Part of it) yet, P. 11. you call out ward Ad 
"of © mon, a Manifeſtation of Union, plainly: d 
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joned Page, which I might ak Notice of, but I 
uſt remember, that we have not, as yet, ballan- 


ed Accounts about Prayers, and therefore I return 


> that Part of your Sermon. 
That your Liturgy is ſo leautiſul and N as 
on repreſent it, P. 21. is what all cannot agree 


ich you in. However, fince you are ſo much plea- 
d with it, I ſhall not try your Temper by ſaying, 


at you have been too liberal of your Encomiums. 


ut then you muſt bear with me, while Fexamine 


e © Advantage which (you ſay, P. 21.) a well 
compoſed Form has, for the edifying both Mini- 
ſter and People”, above that Way of praying 


hich is uſed in Diflenting Congregations. 


Now, with Reſpect to the Miniſter, you tell us, 
22. © It is eaſier for him, who is the Month - 
of the Congregation, to join devoutly in a 
Form of Prayer which is already made to his 
Hands, than when his Mind is diſtracted with 
ſtudying what to ſay next. As to this, Sir, with. 
t doubt you ſpeak as you think; and it is very 
obable, that ſhould ſome Miniſters be called up- 
, by an Emergency of Providence, to pray with- 
i a Form, they would be very much at a Loſs 
to ſay next, becauſe it is what they were ne- 


iar uſed to. But, if others, after a long Practice, 


d no ſach Diſtraction in their Thoughts as you 


eak of, what you ſay can, with ſuch, have no 


eight. And, I am well affured, there are a great 

any who will tell you, that they find themſelves 

ng, and free from Confufion of Thought 
| 1 ͤ 


tar) 


in Poke, vides a Form, as they conld be, ha at ©! 
they one before them: Let a Man think befor, in 
hand, what Sins are to be confeſſed, what Mer But 
cies are to be deſired, and what Favours ani ur Pi 
Benefits he is to praiſe God for; ; let him, b n 
Premeditation and earneſt Prayer in ſecret; fu Pirit 
the Direction and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, en he 
deavour to prepare to addreſs the Throne of Gra e 
as the Mouth of an Aſſembly, and he need nd Iſe 
doubt of being able to pray without Diſtractior nd t 
And then as the People, when you have ſaid a wei 
they themſelves know what is moſt for their o Ou ſa 
Edification better than you; and if they have foun e E= 
their Hearts more affected, and their Devotion 
more warm and fervent without a Form than wid AS WE 
it, it will be impoſſible for you, to perſwade then Presa 
to believe, what is againſt their own Experience. what 
' "know you take a great deal of Pains, to repreſent 
it very difficult, for the Hearers to join in ſud 
Prayers, as the Diſſenters offer up to God; but thi idle 
Difficulty is certainly more in yourrown Imagim may 
tion than in the Nature of the thing. You mi be ſo 
ſtake, Sir, if you think there is need of ſo muc Exten 
Application of Mind to underſtand the Senſe d of Pr 
the Words which we uſe in the Duty L am now 
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ſpeaking of, Our Prayers are as intelligible a 
yours, and the Meaning of our Expreſſions as calf hat 


and obvious: To which] add, that the language i 1 
che Scriptures, to which we are no Strangers, |! 
ney choſen as moſt proper wg a lende i 

19.3 wort sf 1 Hear 


| (29) 
be, ha lat the Diflculry which you inf fo much upon, 
c befor, in Reality, none. | 
at Mer. But (if your Word muſt be taken) we ba i ; 
urs an ur Prayers fo many Jucoherences, and improper Ex- 
him, biWr/70ns as ſpew how little ſuch Prayers have of a true 
et; folfW871rit of Devotion, and ſuch as might recommend them 
irit, en the Acceptance of God, or promote true Piety in the 
f GraeW7arers, P. 23. 
eed na I ſee, Sir, that you are reſolved to charge home, 
ractionWÞ2d to expoſe our Worſhip as much as is in your 
aid all ower. But, by your Leave, on what Grounds do- 
ir oul ou ſay, that there are ſuch Izcoherences and impro- 
e four Expreſſions in the Diſſenters Prayers? You have _ 
evotiol pronounced it to be ſuch an unwarrantable thing 
an wit as we ſhall ſee preſently) to go to a ſeparate Con- 
e chen regation, that you can't be ſuppoſed to ſpeak 
WA what you do from your own Knowledge. And, I 
preſent ſubmit it tp your Conſideration, whether you do 
{Pot leſſen your Character as often as you bring an 
wat th e Story into the Pulpit. Not but that there 
naginaſnay be Incoherence, and Expreſſions that may not 
ou mi be ſo proper, in a conceived (or, as you call it, an 
mucii Extempore) Prayer, and ſo there may be in a Form 
ſe dd of Prayer, and in a Sermon too. But to ſuggeſt (as 
» no vou plainly do) that there is wanting a true 
le A 2 irit of Devotion in the Diſſenters Prayers, and 
s ea that they have little or no Tendency to promote 
age a ue Piety in the Hearers, i is raſh and uncharitable. 
rs, i Whether there be a true Spirit of Devotion or no, in | 
le, . Ferſons that pray, is known only to the Searcher of | 
that Hearts ; and I am ng to ſee, that you ſhould 
1 1 "a pretend. 


( 30 * 

Sanenl te to any nk of the Divine Prerogatin r, by 
As to true Picty, there is, without doubt, too muci is as 
Reaſon to bewail the ſad Decay of it in. the Chri- 
ſtian World ; and it is the Grief of all good Men fing 
that there is no more of it to be ſeen among i me tc 
and you. But your Cenſure makes it neceſſary for eak i. 
me to fay, that if the 'Tendency of our Prayer od B. 
and yours to promote Piety in the Hearers, may bell 
eſtimated by their Lives, T am apt to believe, that 
upon an Enquiry into the Behaviour, of thoſe tha 
attend on your Miniſtry and ours, it would -appearfſÞ" 
that your Reflection on this Head might very well omi 
have been ſpared. There is nothing indeed in 
our Prayers (nor is there in yours) that can re. 
commend them to the Acceptance of God, which is only 
to be expected through the Iuterteſſan of our glo- Met? 
rious Advocate, who is continually folliciting his Pe lear 
Father to receive and anſwer the humble, though | 
polluted Addrefles, of ſincere Worthippers ; but 
we hope, that God hath frequently anſwered the 
Supplications, which have been offered up to him n 
in our Aſſemblies; and from thence we draw this ard t 
comfortable concluſion, that for Chriſt's fake, 
though not lor d dur own, our Prapers have beet 
2 a 2» 128 
"Your Notion, that it PEW impoſſible b a 
fetzled Form of Prayer, to preſerve not only the Gravity, 
but even the Orthodoxy of publick Worſhip, is very 
groundlefs; but if it could be proved to be 
true, it would conclude as much ſor your being 
En * ra as well as to a Lirurgy' 5 Joe: Orthe- 
{ day. 
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631 * 
y of publick Worſhip, being in as much Dan- 


r, by leaving Perſons to compoſe! their own Ser 
as their Prayers. So that if they are to be 


ogatiy 


Oo much 


e Chr. ned in one Caſe, there's, the ſame Reaſon for | 
d. Men ning them in the other. And if we were once 
ong ume to that, one that is no Pains-taking Man (to. 5 
ary folfeak in your own Way) would be qualified for a 
prayer od Benefice (or two) if he had Intereſt enough to 
nay be lp him to Preferment in the Chur cn. 
e, that 5 26H I diſmiſs this Head of Prayer, it may 
ſe tha proper to look back on _ Your marginal Note, 
appear hich we meet with, P. 11. It is notorious that 

ry well min and Heath, two Popiſb Priefts, were the, 


eed inf firit ſetters up of Extempore Prayers in England, 


in the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign 


AN re- 

is on goodly Story! But how does it appear to be 
r glo-? Could you have produced the Authority of 
ng hie learned Cambden, Eachard, or any other valuable 
hough i itorian for what you ſay, you might have ex- 
;- but {fed chat Credit would be given to it; but the 


1 the mplet which you quote having ſo little Repu- 

o him tion in the World, ſuch as have a greater Re- 

„this ard to Truth than to the Intereſt of a Party, will 
fake, ok upon your Tale as ridiculous, , and reject it N 
been {With the Contempt which it deſerves. And would, 


\ 


du but read the Anſwer to Dr. Scott's 5 Caſes againſt 
Diſenters, concerning Forms of Prayer, (i in which it 18 
lainly proved, that the Story of Heath and Comin, 
hich you have received, has in it all the Marks 


out 4a 
avih, 
very 


o be f a glaring Fulſpood.) I am perſwaded, that if a 
Xing ond Impreſſion of your, Diſcourſe ſhould be cal. 


dd i 


(6) 2 
led . you would: order. Foxes and Firebrandsy 
be left out of the Margin. And the rather, be 
cauſe that venerable Author has told the World 
that among other Inſtructions which the Emiſſam 
of Rome received concerning their Managementit 
England, this was one, If you on your ſelve 
th * Cergymen, then to preach, but with Cautiſſe, -. 

on, till ye be well acquainted with thoſe Hen 

* zicks you converſe with; and then, by Degree 
Ns, add. to your Doctrine, by CEREMONIE 
© or otherwiſe, as you find them inclineable my 
p One thing I had almoſt forgot, and that is, tha 
ſeveral learned and pious Biſbops of the Church . 2 
England, and many excellent Perſons among the 
inferior Clergy, have recommended conceived Prayer, and 
pratticed it too, and ſome uſe it to this Day. Biſnoſ 
Wi Hine, who was highly valued and reverenced by al 
| that knew him t, publiſhed a Diſcourſe concerning 
the Gift of Prayer, in which ( ſpeaking about 1 
Perſon' s confining himſelf to a Form) © ſays he 
- P. 11. How can ſuch a Man ſute his Deſires uns 

© to ſeveral Emergencies ? What one ſays of Coun 

* of to be had from Books, may be fitly applied td 

«© this Prayer by Book, that *tis commonly, of it 
"0 ſelf, ſomething flat and dead, floating, for thi 
he moſt Part, too much in Generalities, and not 
particular enough for each ſeveral Occaſionſ 
- 2 is not L and ae in it to engage the 


ven 
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* - Foxes cd Eirebrand . 24 Edit Es at Dublin, 2 Hoc 291 
5 + Tillorſoy s Preface to Py Wilkins FRETS, | I 
| Affection 


1 33 * : | 
4 . Affections, as when it proceeds immediately from 

* the Soul it ſelf, and is the natural Expreſſion of 
© thoſe Particulars whereof we are moſt ſenſible.” 7 
Theſe: were that great Man's Sentiments; and 
therefore, to excite. Chriſtians to labour after the 
Gift of Prayer, he takes notice of its Excellency, its 
Suitableneſs and Neceſſi ty, its ſpecial Advantages; 
and the Iuconveniencies that a Man will be expos d 

25 for the Want of it. And gives it as his Opi- 

mon, that Miniſters are more eſpecially cancern'd in 


o be without it. Pious Biſhop Hall, who was ſo 
great an Ornament to the Church of England, pray- 
ed upon Occaſion, as the Diſſenters do; and ſome 
e the beft Miniſters of your Church do the ſame: 
ou ſhould therefore, I think, have better conſi- | 
lered Things, before you had preſumed to ſay, 
hat the Emiſſaries of Rome were. the firſt Setters 
Ip of Free Prayer in England. - 

That which next follows in the Marginal Note; 
I Notice of before, 1 ſuppoſe is your own, 
Since that Time, there can be Inſtances gi- 
ven of Popiſh Prieſts preaching in Seperate Meer- 
ings, Sec. It may be ſo: Bur till you think fit to 
t us know their Names, and to tell us when and 
here they preath'd, what you ſay muſt go for 
lander. Mention, Sir, if | you- can, any Poi 
iets that have preach'd, ſince the Act of Unſor- 
— WW", among thoſe Diſſenters for whom I am an 
art, p. ag dvocate. And I believe I ſhall be at no Loſs to 
ections nd as many, and more, that have officiated ii 

_ -» HFS Church of England within that Time. What 


ires un. 
of Cu 
plied td 
7, of i 
for tn 
nd not 
ccaſion 
age the 


this Gift, and that it is a Fault and Shame for them 


foe 


your End was, in Printing the Paſſige which 1 be⸗ 
fore remark d, I will not pretend to ſay: But you 
muſt allow me to tell you, that the Diſſenters are 
fully convinced, that the * Spirit of Popery breaths 
nothing but Confuſion, 1 to the civil and religious 
Rights of a Proteſtant Church and Kingdom, 
and therefore have always oppoſed it with Since- 
rity and Zeal. And when à dangerous Conſpiracy (2 
we are told from the Throne) has been for ſom 
Time formed againſt his Majeſty's Perſon and Govert- 
ment, in favour of a Popiſh Pretender, and ſome aban- 
don d Men, in deſpite of all Obligations divine and bu- 
man, have engaged in this wicked Deſign, not one 
Proteſtant Difſenter has been charg 'd with having 
any hand in the Villany. 
Ils am now come to the Conclufs fon of your Diſcourſe 
And here you exhort your People to continue ſted- 
faſt in the Communion of a Church ſo truly Primi 
tive and Apoſeolical, (p. 24.) And that this Exhor 
tation may make the deeper Impreſſion, ſay you, 
4 Some think there is no Harm in going to a ſepa 
rate Congregation to hear a good Thing, as the 
© expreſs} it; But why ſhould Men do an ill Thing 
<< only in order to hear a good one? Right, Sir 
prove it to be an i Thing to worſhip God: in a ſe⸗ 
parate Congregation, and your Way of Reaſonin 
all will allow to be very concluſive. But how wil 
you do this? Let us hear your Argument. 
think I may juſtly call it an i! Thing; for 1 
< -who are profeſs'd Members of our Church, 
go to ſeparate Meetings; ; for this is to encourag 
© = * His Majeſh's Speech to the Parkament, O66, rithy #722-þ 


— Ne 


— 


— Oe 


2 


that Schi and Diviſion, which in their own 
Judgment they ought to condemn.” 

Well, now we ſee what it-is that you are aim- 
ng at. The Diſſenters (according to your Way of 
Talking) are chargeable with the Guilt of Schiſm : 
And going to a ſeparate Meeting, is encouraging 
pf that Schiſm; and therefore an 1 Thing. Right, 
bill, provided it can be made out, that the Diſ- 
enters are guilry of Schiſm. But, till this is done, 
ve are but where we were; and as yet it does not 
ppear, that there is any more Harm in Hearing - 
he Diſſenting Miniſter in Petersfield, than the Rector 
the Pariſh. That Schiſm (the Sin, I mean, 
phich- is called by that Name) is a very great 
vil, we believe as well as you; and there's no 
Doubt but Mr. Baxter's Aggravations of it, which 
ou mention, (p. 25.) are very juſt. But if you 
ill make that to be Schiſm-which is not ſo, and 
ronounce thoſe to be Schiſmaticks againſt whom ycu 
re not able to make good ſo invidions a Charge; 
four calling Names will be of very little Service to 
jou, But, if you pleaſe, let us enter a lirele Taro | 
her into this Argument. © 
Schiſm then, (according to your Account of: ie} 
. 25.) © Is a cauſeleſs Separation from the Com- 
munion of the Church: On which I. would 
eg Leave, to make the following Remarks, wiz. 

1, Lou need not, I am ſure, be told, W one 
hing neceſſary, to make a Definition good, is, its 
eng uni verſal, that is to ſay, it qught to contain 
he whole T hing defined. Now, nothing is more 


— than that your Definition of Schiſm wants 
| ?, 11 ; this . 
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| K this Property. The Corinthian Chriſtians, yeukrow 
met to worſhip God in one and the ſame Place; and 
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© Contentions, and did not ove one another as they 
| ſhould have done; the Apoſtle tells them, that hep your 


out a Separation from the Communion of the Church. 


55 to your ſelves, to the Excluſion of all that don't 


2 


there was no Party that proceeded ſo far as to 
ſet up a ſeparate Communion from the reſt, and 
yet becauſe they fell into uncharitable Heats and ip leav 


heard that there were Diviſions (oy ioudle) among 
them, 1 Cor. xi. 18. So that here was Schiſm. with: 


2. Your ſaying that Schiſm is a cauſeleſs SepariſÞwing 
ration from the Communion of the Church, if you 
mean by the Church, the Church of England, loo ho _ 
as if you appropriated the Name of the Church 


belong to your Communion : And if this be you ere u 
Intention, you are to the laſt Degree uncharitable 
and the Guilt of Schiſm will lie at your own Door. 
3. Suppoſing your Definition of Schiſm to be very 
Juſt, thoſe Proteſtant Difſenters, whoſe Defence I ion wi 


am undertaking, conceive themſelyes clear of heſſcience: 


Guilt which you are ſo forward to charge them un 
with, for as much as their Separation from th Thus, 
Church of England, is ſo far from being Cauſeleſ, hat the 
that, after a ſerious Conſideration of. all Circum - Privil 
ſtances, they think they have Reaſons that at Part 
abundantly ſufficient to juſtiſy their leaving you eſtab 
Communion. You will ſay, without doubt, that gainſt 
they baye not. But, who muſt judge? If the .. 

- bliſbed Church muſt always determine in this Caſs n AD) 
- which Way can the Reformation be defended? hey re 
Fon, to > he. 252 in the Qpiniop of the Church of EN a 

- curl 


Rome, 


- 
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mo, our Separation from their aire wits; 
But if the People muſt judge for them 
ves; (which is the Proteſtant Principle) when they. 
re fully convinced they have a ſufficient Warrant 
d leave your Church, their Separation cannot be 
auſeleſs, and therefore not ſchiſmatical, according 
o your own Definition of Schi. You ſay, I know, 
That nothing elſe can juſtify a Separation from 
the eſtabliſhed Church, but its requiring unlau- 
ful Terms of Communion: 
dwing you to be right as to that, though I am ſa- 
isfied you are not) the Queſtion will ſtill return, 
no ſhall judge whether your Church requireth an- 
fu Terms of Communion or no? If this be the 
tight of the People, then it will follow, that if 
here were ſeveral Things in the Conſtitution, Diſ- 
ipline and Worſhip of the Church of England, 
hich they are fully perſuaded are not agreeable to 
he Word of God; and ſome Terms of Commu- 
ion which they cannot, without making their Con- 
ences uneaſy, comply with, ſuch Terms are to 
m unlawful, though others don't think them ſo. | 
hus, for Inſtance, if there are thoſe who think 
hat the Liberty of chuſing their own Miniſters, is 
Privilege which they ought on no Conſiderations | 
o part with; and that, as the Church of England 
$ eſtabliſhed, this is taken from them: If it goes 
gainſt them to receive the holy Sacrament with 
andalbus Livers, when they can have the Advan-, 
age and Comfort of a more pure Communion : If 
hey reckon the Croſs in Baptiſm an Addition to 
hriſt's Inſtitution, and can't be reconcil'd to the | 
rocuring covenanting Sponſors for their Children, when 
| | ve 


(p. 27.) But (al- 
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chey are convinced . it is their Duty to covenant 
for them in Perſon: If they think it an unwarrant; 
able Confinement w beobliged at all Times to.uſe 4 
Form of Words in Prayer, Cc. While theſe are 
their ſettled Apprehenſions, the Terms of Confor- 
mity are to them unlawful, and therefore their Se: 


paration is to be juſtified. A very learned Perſon Pri 
and the beſt Advocate that ever the Church oM.q joit 
England had (the preſent -Biſhop of Herefurd). bal; ons 
told the World his Sentiments about this, in the hade. 
following remarkable Words, via. If there be you 1 
p- Ferſons who will be perſwaded by no Ar, gugee's hes 
ments, that a Compliance with thoſe Terms is in hf thei 
© ir ſelf Lauful, I confeſs. it is my Opinion, tha Pod, v 
”: FA they are thus perſwaded, it is as muchMh:c th 
--\ their Duty to Separate from us, as it is our Duti lonoui 
* to Separat from the Church of Rome. For there ain 
© as well as we, are obliged not to do what nie to 
a 3 to be Unlawful; and they, as much as w6 But, 
< ought. to aſſemble themſelves for the Worſhip oF that 
God, and the Enjoyment of his Ordinances ſuch 
* J hope, it appears, chat the Diſſenters ar ame C 
not guilty, of the Schiſm which you charge ther nc 
with, and that Perſons may worſhip, God in thei: not 1 
Aſſemblies without doing an a0 Thing. The Apo in be 
le, I know, . beſeeches Chriſtians to mark then und to 
which. cauſe Biviſ ous and Offences, and to avoid 5 riſtie 
Rom. xvi. 17. But the Diſſenters think (and ſome oſ bie 
the moſt eminent Conformiſts have.own d as much 10 
r The Reafonableneſs of Conformity, zd Edit. p. 182 wy 1 
3 The moſt vehement Accuſers are the greateſt oftnders: er 
The greateſt Schiſmmaticks are fuch as make the Way to Heaven: 5 * * 8 
narrower.. the Yoak of Chriſt heavier 3 the Conditions of Eccleli' no other 
aftical Communion harder and ricter. t they were made TB. one, $ 


the Peginning by Chrjf and | + Apo, The ar 
* 1 OILS: Hl 
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he Perſons that cauſe Diviſions and Offences. And 
hough you have a quite different Notion of it) 


ary by leaving thoſe who will-not allow them 
: Privileges of Chriſtians upon Chriſt's Terms, 
nd joining with others, who make no other Con- 


itions of een than the eee have 
— 


You may pak as ho as you pleaſe of the Peo⸗ 
le's heaping up Teachers to themſelves, only to gra- 


od, who knows their Hearts better than you do, 


ble to move them. 
But, ſay you, p. 26. Are Gol Perfons fare 


ſuch Aſſemblies. I reply by asking you the 
ane Queſtion, Are Perſons ſure that they ſhall 
dear nothing but what is good in your Churches? Is 
vill be ſaid there to enflame the Paſſions of Men, 


hriſtians? Is there not a great deal of Unchari- 


— — 


_ „ 2 * Pe "ul — 


nity but aim at Tyr tiny, and Will has 1 8 none Fa 


[ons and Diviſ ons of the Chriſtian World, hath been By add. 


ne e s Iren. Err, 
3 1 


hat the Nice of human Inventions; and ſum 
make them neceſſary Terms of Communion, art 


ey think it be their Duty to aſſert their Chriſtian 


their itching Ears, but if they can appeal to 
hat they have higher Views, and that it is- his 


onour and their on eternal Good which they 
re aiming at, none of your * will ve 


that they ſhall hear nothing but what is god in 


t not likely (to talk as you do) that ſeveral things 
ind to create Differences and Animoſities among 


ableneſs i in 3 of your Sermons ? Are not © ho- | 


heir Slaves and Vaſſals.  Chilltagworth's Relig. of Proteſt. Ge. 
hap. 3. Set. 81. The main Inlet of all the DP. Con- 


4 mg other Conditions of Church IG * Chriſt hath 


> 


Sa * 


neſt and lions + who dae 
well, live as peaceably, and are as much afraid . 71 
offending God as any of you, too often ſlander I .o 
And miſrepreſented to the World ? Theſe thing ye 
could be proved by a Cloud of Witneſles, if cher eſp! 


. was need of it. IS The P rebendary who Preached i aul 


your Church at Petersfield no longer ago than ti gen 
37th of June laſt, delivered ſeveral Paſſages in i the: 
_ Diſcourſe, which I am confident he will not eali por 
be able to defend, and J ſubmit it to his own Co ons 
ſcience, whether his Deſign was not to blacken ti ſon 
Diſſenters, and to reproach them and their Wo liex 
ſhip ? If it was, I am ſure the Perſons that wenecon 
at Church that Day heard NY more thalWhere 

was good there. | 1 

Well, but what are thoſe ſad chings which iel me 
likely People will hear if they go to our Aſſemblies 
As to this, you ſay, Is it not likely ſeveral thing 
. © will be {aid there to keep up Shim and Diviſion 
* and to condemn Order and Decency in the Wor of oh 
yr Sp of God. - May we not likewiſe ſuppoſe inc 

© that ſome things may be ſaid in thoſe Places to 
© the Diſparagement of bodily 5 in the VET 
of God UM. 

Co find; Sir, that you have a very good Talent ohn 
ar ſuppoſing, and while your Hand was in, why had 
you not proceeded, and added to your other Sup- 
poſitions, may we not ſuppoſe, that the Alcoran is 
read in Diſſenting Congregations, or that they wor- 
chip graven Images ? But to be ſerious; Is it beco- 
ming a Divine or a Chriſtian, to make Suppoſitions 
vithout any W N to the Prejudice 5 Ly” | 
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have 1 . Bard takes Notice, © that one kind of & : 


afraid iſ 7 is by inſtilling fly Suggeſtions, which, al- 

ſlander F though they do not downrightly aſſert Falfhoods;' 

e thing yet they breed ſiniſter Opinions in the Hearers; 
if che eſpecially in thoſe who from Weakneſs or Cre- 
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than thi 
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ir Wor 
"at wen 
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dulity, from Jealouſy or Frejudice, from Negli- 
c 1 or e Pie are Prohe to e | 


pounding wily age Ba fiavwd Infinite 
ons; ——' intimating a Poſſibility, or inferring - 
; trains Likelihood of, and thence inducing to be- 
eve the Fact f. This is a Paſſage which I would 
ecommend to your cool Thoughts, and, I hope, 
here is ſomething in your own Bofom that will 
ake a proper Application of it. In the mean 
9% let me tell you, that the Difenters preach up. 
and Unity among Chriſtians, a; much as any 
f "ay and are as much for Order and Decenq in 
od's Service, though chey cannot approve of ſomes 


ich it1 
2mblies 
thing 
Jiviſion 


— mY fa pf the Ceremonies an! Uſages of your Churchy 
uppole Wi. hich they think are ini oduced without any War- 
aces t0 ant from God's Word. 'To, which I add; that 


Er hough we believe God to be a Siris, and that he 


„ {Wought (according to our bleſſed Saviour's Words, 
Talent 


hon John iv. 24.) to be worſhipped, in Spirit and in Truth; 
15 N. yet we are, at the fame time fully convinced that 
3 e requireth not CY the Service-of, our Souls, but 


K our Bodies tod, and that we Muld (as often as 
e are capable of doing it) expreſs our inward Dero : 
tion plac Aenne os ein e LY by a 


y wor- 
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& ures as are "all decent and becoming when we ar 


: it will go with me for an undeniable Evidence, that 
uch as attend the Service of your Church may 
Jometimes hear things delivered from the Pulpit 


led Saviour, particularly when he prq d to his Fa 
ther (excuſe my not uſing your Phraſe, when. be 
WS ſaid his Prayers ; becauſe I am perſwaded he had 
* N n 00; that he kneeled doun; . tl | 
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in his Preſence. This we plead for, and accord: 

ing to this we Practice in our Aſſemblies; and Wi: 
can't but wonder that you ſhould inſinuate the con- 
trary. Lou may excuſe this, Sir, how you will, but 


which cannot be made appear to be 1 and 1 90 
Fore can t be cal d grad, , 25 

As to kneeling in Prayer, fo far are we * con: 
bedtiSing (as-you are pleaſed to ſuggeſt) thok 
Paſſages of Scripture, 1 in which we find it mentions 
ed, that we highly approve it; and if this Geſtun 
be not uſed in our Conpregurions, tis not from 
any Diſlike of it, but hecauſe our Places of Wor: 
mmip will not allow of that, as well as of fanding 
which you can't but own to be a proper Po- 
ture for Prayer, as well as the other; becauſe m 
have many Examplcs in the Scripture to recom 
mend it, and the Clergy of your Church generally 
If not always, ſtand, when they pray in the Pul: 
pit, till they come to conclude with the Lords 
Prayer. I know it is recorded of many eminent 
| Perſons, that they Wnceled in the Duty which. J an 
Tpeaking of; and that it is related of our Blck 
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4 on can prove ie fandin to be an irreverent ce 


harge againſt us on that Head cannot be recon- 
iled with Honour or Juſtice, I ſhall only add, 


24 | HE the Kingdom, and to obſerve the Be- 
haviour of your People in the Time of Divine Ser- 
vice; I am perſwaded, that in moſt Churches 


he might ſee many fitting at their Devotion. Up- 
pn the Whole, as I am ſufficiently acquainted with. 
the Diſſenters Way of Worſhip, and know the 


not altogether a Stranger to the Orders and cu- 
ſtoms of the Church of Eugland, and I ſolemn- 


and ſhew, that it can' t be called bodily Worſhip, your 1 


that if a Man was to go into the Pariſb Churches 85 : 


where he found one really on his Knees in Prayers, 


Practice of many of their Aſſemblies ; ſo. I am "7 


43 ly profeſs it to be my real Opinion, that there is 


Congregations as in yours; and I am not without 
Hopes, that when you have calmly conſidered Mat- 
ters, you will wiſh that you had not been ſo forward 
with your Cenſures, and delivered things from the 
WW pit and Preſs before " had Tufficiently Gy | 
mined te. 


ſo much out of Temper about the Meeting of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters that is lately ſet up in your 'Town. 


Right to ſerve God in ſuch | a Way as their Con- 
ſciences pronounce to be, the beſt ; and if ſome of * 
W your Pariſh have claimed that Right, b agreeing 
VB have ton and e an n as 
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L much Order and Decency, and as proper Marks q. 1 
K verence both of Body and Soul, to be ſeen in our 


I am ſorry, Sir, chat. 5 mould appear to be 


You can't but allow, that all Mankind have a : 4 
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; 0 PIE: God direns, why f wou 
be N 'with them? Beſides, you can t ſay 
* but that they continue as good Neigbboug 
live as quietly, | and ag much like Chriſtians, a 
when they attended on che Worſhip of God i i 
your Chiirch ; the Miniſter they habe coll 
(would yon let him have che Honour of your Ae 
cuaintance) you would find to be a Gentloman, | 
| Scholar, and à Divine, and one that would Ehinl 
imelf very happy could he be infiruiental f 
benen any to R ghetonfetſt, but ſcorn to buſy hit 
eit in making Projeiytes to a Party; and what Je 
_ Eafotrean there be for yo being difturb'd? Thou 
The Number of Minifters, which are empl yedinth 
tab liber, and out of i it, be very conſiderab 
„A are too few to reform a wicked Moria, and to revil N 
dhe Power of Religion, which has; _ Tes 
4 fuffered ſuch deplorable Rays; | 
"Thinks, all good Men, (how different: = weir g 
kimentsmay be about diſputable Points) ſhould heat 
- WY join in carrying on fo excellent a Workaschavj 
As to the Remarks which Thave made on yol 
Diane the Worldmuſt judge whether they are ju 
or not; but I have one Requeſt to you before Frakl 
. and that! is, that if any thing. unfrandſom 
Jas been offered in an Fart of this Letter, yl 
Would be fo kind as to Excuſe ir, as not a 
hi an affronting Deſign, and that you Would l 
. 9 aſſure you, ha K . v9 ww 
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